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RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A NEW EXTENDED CAMPUS SITE IN ARLINGTON 
 
WHEREAS, Virginia Tech has campus locations throughout the Commonwealth and 
internationally; and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2011 the Virginia Tech Foundation opened the Virginia Tech Research 
Center at 900 North Glebe Road in Arlington to further the university’s research mission; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Capital Region annual seminar series in Science, Technology, 
and Political Leadership has been offered in the Executive Briefing Center since 2012; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, master’s degree programs aimed at executives pursuing graduate education 
on the weekends (Master’s in Business Administration, Master’s in Natural Resources) 
originally initiated at the Falls Church building, have migrated to the Virginia Tech 
Research Center in Arlington’s Executive Briefing Center as tenants because it is a more 
suitable location for these specialized degree programs; and 
 
WHEREAS, the university intends to offer the PhD in Executive Business Research in 
the National Capital Region, where the Executive Briefing Center would be the most 
appropriate venue, and the university may plan to relocate or expand additional graduate 
programs in the region; and  
 
WHEREAS, an additional instructional site located in the National Capital Region can 
improve access to instructional programs for students in northern Virginia and 
surrounding areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, adding an instructional mission to the Virginia Tech Research Center in 
Arlington will provide an opportunity for Virginia Tech to consolidate programs now 
distributed across the northern Virginia region; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Virginia Tech Research Center in Arlington may also serve as a future 
venue for the coordination of undergraduate experiential learning activities, including 
internships in the National Capital Region;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Visitors approves the 
establishment of a new Virginia Tech extended campus site in Arlington at the Virginia 
Tech Research Center building. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 

That the resolution to establish a new Virginia Tech extended campus site in Arlington be 
approved. 
 
November 7, 2016 
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STATE COUNCIL OF HIGHER EDUCATION FOR VIRGINIA 
PROPOSAL FOR ORGANIZATIONAL CHANGE COVER SHEET 

 

Part I:  General Information                                                                                                            
 
1. Institution: 
 
 
2.  Nature of Proposed Change (i.e., to establish, reorganize, or terminate/close an institutional 

unit). Please summarize the change here and attach a detailed description of the change on a  
     separate page, as well as copies of the institution’s current and resultant organizational charts. 
 
 
 
 
3.  Purpose of Proposed Change.  Please summarize the reason(s) for the change here and  
     attach a detailed description of the purpose for the change on a separate page. 
 
 
 
 
4.  Type of Proposed Change (check one). 
 SIMPLE     COMPLEX  
 
 If simple, please explain how the  If complex, please complete and submit 
 change fits with the institution’s  Part II and Part III of this form. 
 mission, curriculum, and funding on 
 a separate page.   
 
5.  Does this proposed change involve the establishment of an off-campus instructional site? 
 NO    YES  
 
 If yes, does the proposal fit the criteria for a partially-exempt, non-exempt site, or fully-exempt? 
 PARTIALLY-EXEMPT           NON-EXEMPT           FULLY-EXEMPT  
 
 If partially-exempt, please  If non-exempt, please complete    If fully-exempt, please 
 attach documentation to   and submit Part II and Part III      attach documentation to 
 support this status.   of this form.         support this status. 
 
6. Date of Approval by Board of Visitors.          
                                                                           Check box if BOV approval is not needed. 
 
7.  Proposed Effective-Date of Organizational Change. 
 
         
 
Signed:  ___________________________________  Date:  __________________ 
 
Title:  _____________________________________  Phone:  _________________ 
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Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

Intent to Establish a New Instructional Site in Arlington 

 

 

Institution 

Virginia Tech 

 

Nature of Proposed Change  

Virginia Tech proposes to establish an extended campus site in Arlington at the Virginia Tech 

Research Center at 900 North Glebe Road. 

 

Background 

Virginia Tech has had facilities, faculty, graduate degrees, and research in the National Capital 

Region since 1969 when a graduate center was established in Reston. After outgrowing the 

Reston facility, Virginia Tech joined with University of Virginia to share facilities at the Dulles 

International Airport Gateway 1 building (1973 to 1981) and then at Telestar Court in Falls 

Church (1981 to 1997). The Northern Virginia Center in Falls Church was dedicated in 1997, 

again as a shared facility with University of Virginia.  

 

Purpose of Proposed Change 

To expand instructional space in the National Capital Region. 

 

Rationale 

The university wishes to relocate and consolidate selected programs currently being offered at 

multiple locations in Alexandria and secure space to facilitate undergraduate experiential 

learning programs such as internships in the national capital region for the future. The Virginia 

Tech Research Center in Arlington is already constructed and has spaces suitable to graduate and 

executive instructional programs and experiential learning coordination for undergraduate 

students.  Hence, adding it as an extended campus site is cost effective. 

 

Concordance with the University’s Mission, Curriculum, and Funding 

 

Mission  

Virginia Tech in the National Capital Region is dedicated to the university's three missions – 

learning, discovery, and engagement. Establishing a new instructional site in the Virginia Tech 

Research Center building sustains all three missions, as instruction is closely aligned with 

discovery and engagement. 

 

Curriculum 

The first program to be offered at the new extended campus site is the Executive Business 

Research option of the PhD in Business. Degree programs planned for future development, such 

as the Master’s in Nonprofit and Nongovernmental Organizational Management, may also be 

located in the Virginia Tech Research Center building.  Activities of other executive programs 

may be consolidated in the center and the School of Public and International Affairs graduate 

programs will be relocated from Alexandria to Arlington to leverage closer integration of 

existing research activities and the public and international affairs faculty and graduate students. 
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Funding 

Instructional programs will be funded with existing operating funds and revenue generated from 

tuition and mandatory educational and general fees generated by the course offerings. Executive 

programs established in the national capital region fully cover their direct and indirect costs, 

including the cost of instructional space. No additional resources will be requested from the 

General Assembly for this organizational change.  

 

Merger or Reorganization 

The proposed change does not involve a merger or reorganization. 

 

New Academic Unit 

The proposed change does not involve formation of a new academic unit. 

 

Description of Space  

The Virginia Tech Research Center Arlington, at 900 North Glebe Road, Arlington, is a highly 

visible state-of-the-art facility originally designed to further the university’s mission to expand 

its research portfolio in the National Capital Region. The region offers extensive opportunities 

for partnerships with corporate research entities and close proximity to government agencies and 

other public and private-sector organizations. The building is located in the vibrant Ballston 

district of Arlington, a short distance from many of the leading science and research agencies of 

the federal government and many high-technology companies. 

 

The seven-floor, 144,000-square-foot Virginia Tech Research Center is U.S. Green Council 

LEED gold for its core and shell and LEED silver for interiors. The exterior of the building, 

designed by Cooper Carry, features first floor amenities which include retail, exhibits, an outdoor 

terrace restaurant, and abundant green space. The interior, designed by Gensler, includes 

computational laboratories, offices, and an Executive Briefing Center (EBC) to accommodate 

meetings, forums, symposia, and other events. In addition to its use for University functions, the 

EBC serves as a venue for external events by clients not specifically related to the University. 

Virginia Tech occupies floors two through five, and the Virginia Tech Research Corporation 

occupies the seventh. The sixth floor is expected to accommodate Virginia Tech expansion and 

is currently leased to an external tenant. 

 

The building is among the best connected research facilities in the world, incorporating next-

generation Internet with direct fiber access to Internet 2 and multiple federal networks. High-

performance connectivity links this research center to Virginia Tech's main campus in 

Blacksburg, as well as to other major universities. The network provides access to international 

peering points in New York, Chicago, Seattle, Los Angeles, and Florida, and the building 

includes a secure data center for high performance computing (HPC)-based research. 

 

A number of established Virginia Tech research facilities are located in this facility, including 

programs from four colleges, five institutes, and several college-level laboratories. The 2nd floor 

spaces in the Executive Briefing Center have been rented previously to two executive programs 

for specialized instruction on weekends. As shown in the photos in Attachment C, these meeting 

rooms are suitable for graduate seminars. 
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The Virginia Tech Research Center is owned by the Virginia Tech Foundation and the portion of 

the building occupied by Virginia Tech is leased back to the university for research and outreach 

activities.  This lease is a full service lease. See Attachment A.  

 

Facility Floor Plans and Photos 

 

Floor plans for the Virginia Tech spaces (Attachment B) on floors two through five show the 

layout of the meeting rooms, offices, labs, workstations, and supporting spaces. One-quarter of 

the second floor houses the University’s central administration for the National Capital Region, 

and the rest of the space, about 15,000 sf, is devoted to the Executive Briefing Center, including 

three larger meeting rooms, and five smaller break-out conference rooms that seat 6 to 15 people. 

The largest of these rooms can be divided by an air wall and seating is flexible, with the room 

accommodating up to 80 in theater format. The other second-floor rooms have fixed seating for 

42 and 19 respectively in an executive classroom format. The second floor is the only floor 

directly accessible to the public and serves as the main reception point for the University in the 

building. 

 

The upper floors, three through five, include 97 offices, 14 dry laboratories (for computational 

research), 119 workstations, and 11 conference rooms.  As noted, there is also a data center, a 

shared space for meals, and several collaboration spaces located at points of convergence or in 

more secluded alcoves. 

 

See Attachment B for the floor plans and Attachment C for photos. 
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Attachment B. Floor Plans of Facility (Floors 2-5) 
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Attachment C. Exterior and Interior Photos of Facility 
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Exterior 

Attachment B



 
 

Floor 2 

 
Tiered executive-style classroom in the Executive Briefing Center. 

 

 
Visualization room in Executive Briefing Center 

 

 
Reception/pre-function area in Executive Briefing Center showing one breakout room (right).  
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Floor 3 

 

Room 3-024 

 

Seats 14 

Telephone conference 

571.858.3095 

Video conference 

38.68.236.132 

Courtesy phone 

571.858.3020 

Special features: 

Motorized solar and blackout shades 

Extra large dual monitors  

Room 3-174 

 

Seats 6 

Courtesy phone 

571.858.3019 

Room 3-176 

 

 

 

Seats 6 

Courtesy phone 

571.858.3018 
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Third floor workstation/bullpen adjacent to offices and corner collaboration space. 

 

 
Workstation area from 2011, just before occupying space. 

 

 
Collaboration/break area with IdeaPaint™ wall. 
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Floor 4 
 

Room 4-024 

 

Seats 12 

Telephone conference 

571.858.3096 

Video conference 

38.68.236.131 

Courtesy phone 

571.858.3024  

  

Room 4-169 

 

Seats 6 

Courtesy phone 

571.858.3023 

Video conference 

38.68.236.234 

Room 4-171 

 

 

 

Seats 6 

Courtesy phone 

571.858.3022 
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Room 4-196 

 

Seats 10 

Courtesy phone 

571.858.3021 

 

 

Floor 5 

 

Room 5-024 

 

Seats 12 

Telephone conference 

571.858.3099 

Video conference 

38.68.236.130 

Courtesy phone 

571.858.3028 

Room 5-169 

 

 

 

Seats 6 

Courtesy phone 

571.858.3027 
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Room 5-171 

 

Seats 6 

Courtesy phone 

571.858.3026 

Room 5-196 

 

Seats 10 

Courtesy phone 

571.858.3025 
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